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T H E  P R O B L E M
Only 11% of US first-generation, low-income college 

students graduate from college in 6 years.*

O U R  M I S S I O N
Our mission is to empower low-income, first-generation 
college students to graduate and obtain a job that aligns 

with their career goals.

O U R  V I S I O N
Our vision is to transform lives through college success 
and entry into rewarding careers. This transformation 
ripples outward to their families and communities, and 

inter-generationally, to break the poverty cycle for good.

* Jennifer Engle, Ph.D. and Vincent Tinto, Ph.D., “Moving Beyond Access: College Success for Low-Income, First-Generation Students”. The Pell Institute for the Study of 
Opportunity in Higher Education.  
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W H A T  D O E S  T H I S  R E P O R T  C O V E R ?
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S U C C E S S  I N  C O L L E G E  
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* Nationally, 11 percent of low-income, first-generation students earn a bachelor’s degree after 6 years.  
 Jennifer Engle, Ph.D. and Vincent Tinto, Ph.D., “Moving Beyond Access: College Success for Low-Income,  
 First-Generation Students”. The Pell Institute for the Study of Opportunity in Higher Education. 
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The graph above illustrates the total number of PCF scholars 
who graduated with a bachelor's degree in 2010, 2015 and 
2019, regardless of their incoming year.

Of the 20 scholars who entered 
college in 2015, 19 graduated 
within four years.

College Graduation 
Rate for 2015 Cohort
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S U C C E S S  I N  L I F E  

Corine Forward graduated magna cum laude with first honors and a 3.88 
grade point average from Georgetown University with a Bachelor degree in 
English. Corine is proud to say that she was accepted into Columbia Law 
School, which she began attending in fall 2019.

Erik Ortega is a recent graduate of UC Berkeley with a Bachelor 
degree in Environmental Earth Science. He is a part of the Rotary 
Club's Young Professionals Mentoring Program. He is proud to be 
working as a Project Coordinator for the CFO and COO at 
Mercedes-Benz.

Edgar Aguirre recently graduated with a Bachelor degree in 
Fine Arts in Dance and a Minor in Education Sciences. Edgar 
is currently dancing in Denver, Colorado with an 
apprenticeship for the Cleo Parker Robinson Dance 
Ensemble. 

College Majors of the 
2019 Graduates 

• Biological Sciences 

• Biology 

• Business Management 

& Economics 

• Child Development 

• Computer Science 

• Dance 

• English 

• Legal Studies 

• Liberal Studies 

• Mechanical 

Engineering 

• Neuroscience 

• Plant Science 

• Political Science 

• Psychology 

• Sociology 
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S C H O L A R S H I P S

Scholarship Funds Awarded 
Since PCF's Inception: $3M+

Total Number of Scholarships 
Awarded Since PCF's Inception:  323

4

“With PCF’s involvement I have been able to have resources to help me and 
my parents fund college, which means a great deal to me and my family.” 

 -  Roger Trejo 
  Computer Science 
  Bowdoin College



M E N T O R I N G
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"With the emotional support and the guidance I have 
received from my many mentors at PCF, I have learned to 
have faith in myself, in my abilities, and in my future.” 

 -  PCF Scholar

“Knowing that I am making a small 
contribution in shaping our future 
generation of leaders is priceless. I feel 
that I receive more than I give. My 
mentee has his own challenges that 
force me to think critically and realize 
that we don’t have to have shared 
experiences, but the willingness to 
connect.” 

 -  PCF Mentor 



T R A I N I N G  

“PCF's annual conference has been a great resource 
for me. I never expected the overwhelming help I 
received in assisting me with my professional 
development and academic support. Building 
connections with industry professionals and learning 
about new career paths have given me insights into 
the real world. These experiences gave me the 
confidence I needed to feel prepared for life after 
graduation.” 

 -  PCF Scholar

Year-over-Year Overview FY 2016/17 FY 2017/18 FY 2018/19 FY 2019/20 Training 
Timing

Soft Skill Training *

1-1 Training 
(Throughout 

the year) 

Conference 
(Summer) 

Workshop 
(Winter)

Communications x x x

Enthusiasm & Attitude x x

Teamwork x x

Networking x x

Problem Solving & Critical 
Thinking x x x

Professionalism x x

Employment Preparation

Job Seeking Skills x x x x

Resumes & Interviews x x x x

Digital Citizenship x x x

Professional Branding x x

Workforce Experience

Exploratory Internships x x

High-Impact Career-Focused 
Internships x x x x

Informational Interviews x x

* Taken from the National Association of College & Employers (NACE).
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2018 College and Career Leadership Conference



I N T E R N S H I P S  &  C A R E E R S
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“I have had the opportunity to intern at SLAC helping analyze data from an experiment 
shooting lasers into certain manganese compounds performed at SACLA in Japan. 
This experience taught me that anything is possible as long as you’re committed to the 
process of learning, are determined to excel at what you do, and have an open mind to 
the possibilities. As a soon-to-be senior, I can't tell you how valuable this experience 
has been for me in helping me secure a post-graduation job within my career field.” 
  
 - Jose Enrique Corado 
  Applied General Math 
  UC Riverside

Career-Focused Internships
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The graph above illustrates the percentage of students in 
2018 and 2019 who had a career-focused internship the 
summer before entering their senior year.

Sampling of Where PCF Graduates Work Post-College Employment & Graduate School
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The graph above shows the percentage of recent PCF 
graduates who were either employed or pursuing graduate 
school within 6 months of graduation. Nationally, the 
employment rate for recent college graduates is 58.7%.*
* NACE, First Destinations for the College Class of 2018.



O U R  R E A C H  C O N T I N U E S  T O  G R O W

Number of PCF Scholarships Awarded By Year
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“PCF has helped me be where I am at today. From giving me financial support 
to career counseling, PCF made it possible for me to attend college, graduate 
without any debt and land a job post-graduation. I am forever grateful for the 
opportunities and relationships PCF has given me.” 

 - Pierre Abdel-Malek 
  B.S. Industrial Engineering  
  Cal Poly SLO ’17 

“PCF has been monumental in allowing me to graduate from such a prestigious 
university. No words can express my gratitude for all that PCF has done for me, 
other graduates, and our communities. I am beyond honored to have had the 
privilege to be a part of PCF and to have met incredible people along the way. I 
will always be eternally grateful for the lasting impact that PCF has left in my 
life.” 
 - Gladys Bustos 
  B.A. Chicano Studies, Minor in Education 
   UCLA ’17     

Partner High Schools 
PCF Scholars come from these twenty-two high schools 
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Cristo Rey 
San Jose 

Jesuit High 
School

Aspire East 
Palo Alto 
Phoenix 

Academy

Carlmont 
High School

Downtown 
College 

Preparatory 
- Alum Rock 

East Palo 
Alto 

Academy

Luis Valdez 
Leadership 
Academy

Eastside 
College 

Preparatory 
School

Junipero 
Serra High 

School

Latino 
College 

Preparatory 
Academy

Gunn High 
School

Menlo-
Atherton 

High School

Menlo 
School

Mt. Pleasant 
High School

Palo Alto 
High School

Sacred 
Heart 

Preparatory

Saint 
Francis High 

School

San Jose 
High School

Summit 
Preparatory 
High School

William C. 
Overfelt 

High School

Sequoia 
High School

Woodside 
High School

Roberto 
Cruz 

Leadership 
Academy
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Individual Foundation/Civic Business

FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19

# of Donors Donor Contributions* 

9.8%

11.9%

78.3%

Program Expenses
Fundraising Expenses
General Administrative Expenses

Operational Expenditures

$0

$500,000

$1,000,000

$1,500,000

$2,000,000

1,317,299
1,051,882

Revenue Expenses

Revenue vs. Expenditures

F I N A N C I A L S  ( J u l y  1 ,  2 0 1 8  -  J u n e  3 0 ,  2 0 1 9 )

Note: 
*    We gratefully acknowledge a five-year pledge in the amount of $500,000 from Jay Paul Company, all of which was recorded in FY 2018. 9 



O U R  T E A M

O U R  B O A R D
Charles Schmuck  
Founder 

Dani Gasparini  
President 

W. Scott Lohmann 
Vice President 

Karen Canty 
Secretary 

Pat Clements 

Hanna George 

Asha Guha 

Eric Hartwig 

Joe Hogan 

Lydia Kearney 

Elisabeth Magaña 

Paul Magliaro 

Charles Schaff 

Justin Sherlock 

Michelle Soto  

Jo Volkert 

Hernan Bucheli 
Board Member Emeritus  

Phil Ekedahl 
Board Member Emeritus 

L-R Rocio Castaneda, Edher Zamudio, Denise Villamil, Christina Mireles, Yadira Antonio, Natalie Walker, 
Natasha Cook, Martha Corral and Veronica Rueda
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I N V E S T I N G  I N  P C F

If you are interested in learning more about volunteer opportunities or wish to make a donation, please visit our website, 
www.peninsulacollegefund.org.

You are needed to keep the momentum going strong in Fiscal Year 2020. Dedicated 
volunteers and financial resources are critical to the success of the PCF Scholar Program, 
and the rewards for your investment are enormous. For each graduate, the transformation 
ripples outward to their families and community, and inter-generationally to break the 
poverty cycle for good. 

EVERYONE CAN GIVE! 

GIVE TIME – Volunteer as a mentor. Provide advice, support, information, role modeling, 
and networking opportunities to our talented scholars. 

GIVE TALENT – Share your expertise with our scholars by assisting our staff during 
College & Career Success Workshops. Your insights on career-related topics such as 
networking, interviewing, career selection and academic preparation can add 
immeasurably to their ability to define and reach their goals. 

GIVE OPPORTUNITY – Offer a career-focused summer internship in your workplace. 
Share your network for informational interviews and potential internship experiences. 

GIVE GENEROUSLY!  

✦ $50  Helps defray the cost of dorm life 
✦ $100 Helps towards purchasing textbooks 
✦ $250 Funds scholar networking events 
✦ $500  Funds attendance for 1 scholar at the college and career success conference 
✦ $1,000 Funds attendance for 2 scholars at the college and career success conference 
✦ $1,500 Provides a career-ladder internship stipend  
✦ $3,000 Funds one year of a four-year $12,000 scholarship 
✦ $6,000 Sponsors wrap-around programs and scholarship for a scholar for 1 year 

JOIN PCF’S SCHOLARSHIP CIRCLE!  

A 4-year pledge of $500 up to $6,000 a year directly adds to our capacity to add new scholars in spring 2020. Named scholarships are at the 
$3,000 a year plus level. Join this growing group for greatest impact. Email our Development Director, Natalie Walker, for a brochure about the 
Scholarship Circle at natalie@peninsulacollegefund.org, or call 650-249-7754.
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I  suppose everyone who is 
drawn into the gravitational 
field of The Peninsula College 
Fund has a story of how it all 
began. Ours started with 
Nancy Collins, through whom 
we met Charles Schmuck, at 
a horse-related event in 
August 2013, and got 
involved. Who knew back 
then? I like to think of the 
PCF timeline as defined by N, 
the number of scholars in or 
through the program at any 

given moment in time. We signed up when N was15. We 
have always liked to support “early-stage” efforts: good 
ideas, good people, but maybe no proof yet that the idea 
will fly. Education plays a key role in leveraging society: 
what can be done to get more qualified youngsters to stay 
on their education tracks? We like to support organizations 
that have considerable skin in the game. Hard to beat PCF 
in this category: its volunteers, its mentors and its network 
for counseling and internships, and now a burgeoning 
“alumni” association. And we like nothing more than to see 
something we have nurtured catch on, mature, and 
become a success in everyone’s eyes. How do you know 
whether your giving has made a difference? PCF has one 
pretty simple metric: remember N? It’s now 323, as of June 
30, 2019. So, it’s been a great ride. We like to bask in 
PCF’s halo for its journey from 15 to 323, and beyond. 

-  Kip & Becky Witter  
PCF Donors

http://www.penisulacollegefund.org/
http://www.penisulacollegefund.org/
mailto:christina@peninsulacollegefund.org
mailto:christina@peninsulacollegefund.org


D O N O R S  ( J u l y  1 ,  2 0 1 8  -  J u n e  3 0 ,  2 0 1 9 )

BUSINESS 
Donors $100,000+ 
Facebook ✻ 
Jay Paul Company ✻ 

Donors $25,000+ 
TA Associates 

Donors $5,000+ 
Blach Construction ✻ 
Dodge & Cox ✦ 
Ernst & Young LLP 
Google LLC 

Donors $2,000+ 
Bingham, Osborn & Scarborough, LLC 
Dutch Goose Inc. 
GreyStar LLC 
Landmark Builders Inc. 
Morgan Stanley 

Donors $1,000+ 
DES Architects and Engineers 
SalesForce.org 

Donors up to $1,000 
Benevity 
WSGR Foundation 

Employee Matching Gifts 
Apple Matching Gifts Program 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation 
Morgan Stanley 
Union Bank - Matching Gift Fund 
Varian Medical Systems 
Wells Fargo Matching Gift 

CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS &  
FOUNDATIONS 
Donors $200,000+ 
Sobrato Family Foundation ✻ 

Donors $50,000+ 
Harvey L. and Maud C. Sorensen Foundation 
Ranzetta Family Fund ✻ 

Donors $30,000+ 
Sand Hill Scholar Fund ✻ 
O'Donnell Foundation 

Donors $10,000+ 
Bisconti Family Foundation ✦ 
Rotary Club of Menlo Park ✻ 
Shortino Family Foundation 
Tudor Family Fund 

Donors $5,000+ 
Dean Family Foundation ✦ 
Hopper-Dean Foundation ✦ 
Lantern League 
Morgan Family Foundation 
Myrtle Atkinson Foundation ✦ 
Wells Fargo Foundation 

Donors up to $2,500 
Bright Funds Foundation 
Harbor Lights Foundation 
Kiwanis Club of San Jose 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation 

IN-KIND DONORS 
Dani Gasparini and Alyn Beals 

Mike Blach  
BR Printers 
Karen and Ed Canty  
Mark Cator 
Naed De la Vega 
Colleen Devlin 
Phil Ekedahl 
The Foundation for Hispanic Education 
Vivian Lufkin  
Cara Magliaro  
Tim McGee 
Pacific Art League 
Sacred Heart Schools 
Evy Schiffman 
Sobrato Family Foundation 
UPS Store #4717 
Jo and John Volkert  
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati 

INDIVIDUALS 
Donors $25,000+ 
Susanne and Hirving Grousbeck 
Connie and Bob Lurie ✻ 
Matt and Lisa Sonsini ✻ 
B.J. and Isabel Cassin ✻ 
B.J. conservator for Robert Cassin ✻ 

Donors $10,000+ 
Jonathan Brandt 
Mudita Jain and Vineet Gupta ✻ 
Mary and Richard Haughey ✻ 
Joan Lane 
Lydia and Thomas Moran 
Donald and Carole Tanklage 
Bonnie Tenenbaum ✻ 

Donors $5,000+ 
Alpio Barbara ❖ 
Aruna and Ram Bhamidipati ✻ 
Anna Briggs ✦ 
Joseph Brown 
Rich and Carlee Brown ✻ 
Susan Bullis ✻ 
Todd and Kim Crockett 
Tim and Patricia Daniels ✦ 
Michelle Oates and Peter Detkin 
Terry and Kathy Duryea ✦ 
Gasparini-Beals Foundation ❖ 
Hanna George 
Asha and RV Guha 
Joseph Hogan 
Lydia Kearney 
Paul and Cara Magliaro 
Peter W. London 

Woody and Denise Shackleton 
Jaya and Raj Subramanian 
John and Jane Wandless 

Donors $2,500+ 
Manuel and Maria Alba-Marquez ✦ 
Adam Alberti 
Phil Bachler ✦ 
John and Amy Boyle 
Mary and Tom Cooper 
Bob Couch 
Elaine and Eric Hahn 
Mallika Marshall and Jason Hurd 
Tim McAdam 
Ellen McNeil 
Kathleen and Peter Muller ✦ 

Richard Nelson ✦ 
Charles Schaff 
Shelly and Peter Schaffer 
John and Margaret Tormey 
Brett Wingo 
Ernest Yamane 

Donors $1,000+ 
D.E. Adams 
Jon and Jennifer Adams 
Pierre Abdel-Malek ✤ 
Steve and Joy Atwell 
David Barca ❖ 
Jim Caltagironi 
Karen and Ed Canty ✧ 
Mark Cator ❖ 
G. Thomas Cator 
Paul Clifford 

John Corcoran 
Robert and Beverly Darwin 
Rafael and Naed De la Vega 
Carol Dressler 
Janet Ehrhardt 
Angela and Patrick Fitzgerald ❖ 
James Fitzgerald 
Bob Gilmartin 
Joel Hagberg 
Eric and Krista Hanson 
Eric and Deborah Hartwig 
M.A. Harvey 
Margaret Hiatt 
Angela Holman 
Patricia and David Jacobson 
Katherine Jaeb ❖ 
Dustin Kanode 
Christina Kenrick 
Mindy Kirkpatrick 
Vivian Lufkin ❖ 
Scott and Lisa Lohmann 
John Mahoney 
Alan Marshall ❖ 
Robert Matschullat 
Steve Mincey 
Scott Morey 
James Naylor 
Tyler Needman ✧ 
Jane Nettesheim 
John and Nancy Ottoboni 
Larry Pelzner 
Michael and Victoria Pope 
G.M. Poppers 
Scott Rash ❖ 
Mark and Jane Scadina 
Gail Schulze ❖ 
Paul Schumacher 
Michelle Soto 
Shirley Sparks 
Alan Spiegelman ✧ 
Lucile Spurlock 
Gregory Staszko 
Amy Beth Stewart 
Mary Lynn Tate ❖ 
Douglas Tudor 
Paula Uccelli 
Jo and John Volkert 
Jeff and Sharyn Vucinich 
Gerald Zon 

Donors $500+ 
Mark and Diana Baker 
Paul Bertoldo 
Frank and Gayle Boitano ✧ 
Laura Bold 

- Peg Krome, PCF Mentor

What a pleasure and an honor to be part of the amazing Peninsula College 
Fund. As a mentor for almost 7 years I can tell you from the bottom of my 
heart what a joy it is to help make a difference in one first-generation 
student at a time. We say in our tradition that ‘when you change one life, 
you change the world.’

“ “
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D O N O R S   ( c o n t ’ d )

Scholarship Circle Donors 
✻  Founder’s Circle ($6,000+ for 4 years) 
✦ Scholar Circle ($3,000+ for 4 years) 

❖  Leadership Circle ($1,000+ for 4 years) 
✧ Donor Circle ($500+ for 4 years) 

✤ Alumni 

We made every effort to create an accurate list of our FY19 donors. Please contact Natalie Walker, natalie@peninsulacollegefund.org, for any errors or 
omissions, with our sincere regrets. 

Donors $500+ (cont’d)  
Kenton Chow 
Collin and Shosh Cohen 
Steven Daniels 
Colleen Devlin ✧ 
Steven Ellenberg 
Patrick Ellington 
Janice Fincher 
Mary Fitzgerald 
Thomas Furey 
Cynthia Gilkey 
Nancy Ginsburg 
Margaret and Peter Goldsmith 
Judith Greig 
Daniel Hanley 
Karrie Holm 
John and Michelle Hansen 
Andy Jeffrey 
Joyce Johnsen 
Betsy Kais 
Paul Kavanagh 
Gaye Landau-Leonard 
Susan Lake & Warren Long  
Jackie and Bob MacDonald 
Cynthia Manzo 
Raj Mathai 
Brooks Mancini 
Ian and Elizabeth McDonald ✧ 
Grady and Gayle Means 
Joe Naylor 
Nelson Family Fund 
Guisselle Nunez 
Jordan Park 
Walter Paulsen 
Jerry and Barbara Pierce 
Susan Petit 
Linda & Joseph Pfahnl 
Mark and Lisa Rosenthal 
Emily Sarver 
Evy Schiffman 
Charles Schmuck 
Schweitzer-Schramm Fund 
Shawn Milligan 
Catherine Siegel 
Anne Stricherz 
Lauren and Kirk Swezey 
Mark Tersini 
Amy Thornborrow 
Judith Vartan 

Arnie Von Massenhausen 
Celia Walker 
Gail Walker 
Jess Wible 

Donors $250+  
Dominika Allen 
Simone Bishop 
Karen Boncher 
Cathy Bonnici 

Gail Cannis 
Don Cecil 
Yosuke Chikamoto 
Mary Ellison 
Garrison and Ann Fathman 
Jim and Judy Foudy 
Jim Fung 
Helen Helson 
Carol and Douglas Henton 
Barbara Hills 
Lorraine Reno and Thomas Holdman 
Joseph Hurd and Christina Mireles 
Mark Knox 
Rosalie Ledesma 
Kathryn Low 

Tom and Barbara Mack 
Barry Mangan 
Nancy Marsh 
Hahn Anthony Nguyen 
Jack Nolan 
Carol and Jon Richards 
Karen Skurnac 
Hannah Sowerwine 
Shirley N. Sparks Trustee 
Julianne Stafford 

Barry Thornton 
Donna Wada 
Jackie Walker 
Jim and Sharon Walker 
Dana Weintraub 
Elizabeth Wolf 
Karina Yip 

Donors up to $250 
Barbara Alvarez 
Deborah and Garth 
Marjory Barkhau 
Bobbi Batchelder 
Buck Becker 
Jan Belfor 

Robert and Jo Benson 
Brian Brockhouse 
Jerome and Shirley Carlson 
James and Marlyn Carson 
Dan Cepin 
Nancy Collins 
Barbara Colyar 
Joseph Connolly 
Anne Cooper 
Geri Crane 

Josephine Darius 
Donald Drumright 
Mallory Dwinal 
Phil and Maureen Ekedahl 
Allison and Steven Blank Elliot 
Martin Farfan 
Edward Flank 
Neysa Fligor 
Dennis Fong 
Dory Ford 
Ryan Ford 
Reedy and Jones Gallagher 
Linda Garvey 
Todd Gemmer 
Thomas Gibboney 

Robert Grover 
Deanne Hammer 
Barry Harper 
David and Nancy Heine 
Catherine Jones 
Kathy Kau 
Judy Kramer 
Julie Krawinkler 
Rob and Lori Krolik 
Margaret Krome 
Todd Lehr 
Mark Linsky 
Lenore Lovoi 
Kate Lowry 
Elizabeth MacDonald 
Elisabeth Magaña ✤ 
Jim McCahon 
Mary McCullough 
Jackie McDonald 
Susan Mcinnis 
Ellen Melton 
Allison Meyers 
Wallace and Geraldine Miller 
Nancy Nagel 
Timothy O'Keefe 
Joel Onodera 
Marie Pence 
Thomas Perry 
Luis Pimentel ✤ 
Analisa Pratt 
Robert Provost 
Anusuya Rao 
William Rice 
Clara Roa 
Linda Stevenin 
Michael Sullivan 
Susan Swensson 
Clifford Tedder 
Jeanette Telesky 
Michael and Mary Thomas 
Rafael Torres 
Leslie Vasquez 
Theodore Weicker 
Robert Weiss 
David and Diana Woodhead 
Heather Yandle 
James Zetterquist 
Janet Zola 
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Sobrato Center for Nonprofits 
526 Valley Way  

Milpitas, CA 95035  

info@peninsulacollegefund.org 
(650) 779-5000  

501(c)(3) Nonprofit Tax ID# 26-4293269
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